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Introduction

This volume contains the accompanying Structural Overview Charts for each mélodie

discussed in Volume | of the thesis. Abbreviations have been used throughout the

charts for which the table below provides full explanations.

Abbreviation  Full Form

Oct Octatonic

loc 2 Locrian-natural-two

Lyd Lydian

Lyd dom Lydian-dominant

WT Whole tone

Chrom Chromatic

(st/t) Semitone/tone octatonic collection
(t/st) Tone/semitone octatonic collection

Vocal Phrases

In his book, Phrase Rhythm in Tonal Music, William Rothstein explains: ‘a phrase should
be understood as, among other things, a directed motion in time from one tonal entity
to another; these may be harmonies, melodic tones (in any voice or voices), or some
combination of the two.”1 Rothstein additionally mentions, ‘a phrase is not necessarily a
single thing: large phrases may contain smaller ones’2 Rothstein’s book on phrase
rhythm is primarily based upon approaches to tonal music, and these definitions of

phrases were mainly developed for interpreting music up to the late Romantic era. |

1 William Rothstein, Phrase Rhythm in Tonal Music (New York: Schrimer Books, 1989). p.5

2 |bid. p.10



base my approach to outlining the vocal phrases in the Structural Overview Charts on
Rothstein’s definition of the phrase, whereby the phrase is considered as a musical
thought or event that contains tonal motion, or movement. Rothstein’s approach is a
worthwhile model for supporting an interpretation of the elements that constitute a
phrase in Caplet’s mélodies, because it offers a consideration of harmonic and melodic

motion working together with a rhythmic component to produce a musical thought.

Caplet’s mélodies contain a high degree of harmonic fluidity and colourful tonal motion
that is often fast-paced. This, coupled with the presence of the poetic text, creates a
musical style that somewhat resists straightforward classification aligning directly to
Rothstein’s methods. My goal, derived from Rothstein’s definition of the phrase, is to
offer a structural outline that illustrates the points where the large-scale vocal phrases

— or, in other words, musical thoughts based on the poetic structure — begin and end.

Caplet’s phrases are often uneven in duration, irregular, and do not always align to the
barlines. Furthermore, the poetic structure generally governs the size and shape of
these phrases. The phrase structure varies considerably from mélodie to mélodie,
especially in examples such as the Trois Fables de Jean de la Fontaine, where the vocal
part features combinations of shorter bursts of dialogue and long lyrical cantible lines,
and other mélodies — such as Songe — where the phrases do not fully align to the stanza
structure. Because the phrase structures fluctuate so much throughout the mélodies,
my approach to outlining the phrases on the Structural Overview Charts offers a
guideline of the large-scale phrase layout, and some suggestions of the placement of
subphrases therein. Within these subphrases, there is scope for the music to be further

reduced in terms of smaller-scale phrases, but my goal, as mentioned, is to offer an



overview that illustrates the points where large-scale phrases are situated in the
musical structure. This phrase-outline provides information about the way in which
Caplet breaks up the poetic text according to tonality, harmonic rhythm, and overall

formal structure.

In terms of pinpointing the start and end points of the phrases and subphrases shown
on the charts, | consistently choose the first and the last note of the phrase. In some
cases, the first note is not always the note of primary tonal significance in the phrase,
but it is chosen for purposes of consistency and demonstrating that phrases often start

on weak beats.
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