Colmcille: the archaeological heritage in the northwest

Colmcille was a real historical person. Though there are many stories and traditions about him in
folklore and hagiography, we have very little genuine contemporary historical documentation with
which to reconstruct the details of his actual life. But archaeology can help, especially with regard to
the extraordinary monastic tradition he founded and the influences he left after him. In this talk the
emphasis will be on the sites and ancient monuments associated with his memory in Donegal and the
northwest, for example in Gartan where he is said to have been born, in Derry — both the city and
county, in Gleann Cholmcille, Tory and Cloghaneely. Mention will also be made of the archaeology of

Iona and the spectacular excavations at Portmahomack in NE Scotland.

Brian Lacey (Independent Scholar)

The sixteenth century life of Colm Cilleand itsnarrative context
The sixteenth century Betha Colaim Chille (1532, Rawl. B 514) displays legends and anecdotes

about the saint and his miracles, not only in Ireland but also in western Scotland where the saint
spent most of his life. However, it also celebrates the achievement of Maghnus, the future O
Dombhnaill (1537), in having these legends collected and written down, thus laying the ground for his
own legendarium. I will argue that the romantic tales Eachtra an Cheithearnaigh Chaoilriabhaigh
(also called Ceithearnach Ui Dhomhnaill) and Eachtra Chonaill Ghulban may have formed part of
Maghnus' literary propaganda in preparation for becoming the O Dombhnaill and look at how

these tales contribute to drawing parallels between the old patron saint and the lord of Tir Chonaill.

]al‘l Erik Rekdal (Ollscoil Oslo)

lona's nunnery: origins, carvings and modern interpretations

The ruins of lona nunnery attract many visitors. They can be a welcome rest, a place of personal
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Gradamacha

Gradam na hﬁigse: An tOllamh Seosamh Watson

A native of Belfast and formerly head boy at Royal Belfast
Academical Institution (1961-62), Seosamh studied Classics at
Cambridge and Celtic Languages at Edinburgh and is now
emeritus Professor of Modern Irish at University College
Dublin. In 1984 he co-founded Oideas Gael, an adult learning
Institute which has attracted thousands of international students
to study spoken Irish in Gleann Cholm Cille. Seosamh has been
a loyal friend of Eigsc Cholm Cille since our inception and has
acted as external examiner at the University of Ulster (Magee
campus) for both undergraduate and postgraduate courses. He
is joint editor of Atlas Liguarum Europae which is published by
the Romanian Academy of Science and has written many articles
on aspects of Irish and Scottish Gaelic, specialising in Early
Modern Irish prose and poetry. He edited the late 17th century
tale, Mac na Michombhairle (An Clochomhar 1979). Along with

Cosslett O Cuinn and Aodh O Canainn, he published Scian a Caitheadh le Toinn, a collection of stories

prayer, a reflective stop on the weekly walks, or the place where a worn Sheela-na-gig may be

and songs from the lorras Gaeltacht in Inis Eoghain (Coisceim 1990) and in 2015, he published a

viewed. The nunnery was neglected in the past, and has been relatively neglected in recent translation of Sgealta Mhuintir Luinigh, a collection of folktales from Co. Tyrone gathered by Eamonn

scholarship, where it stated that it was raised shortly after the Benedictine abbey. This paper argues, O Tuathail (Four Courts Press). In 2018 Seosamh was awarded an Honorary Degree of Letters by the

through consideration of the architecture, antiquarian commentary and political background, that it University of Glasgow.

Gradam Ui Chanainn: Courtney Ni Bhranduibh

[s gradam Ur é seo ata ainmnithe as Aodh O Canainn, scribhneoir, scolaire, duine de

is earlier and may be viewed as a late twclfth—ccntury foundation attached to to the Columban

monastery, and mirroring some similarly-attached Augustinian nunneries in Ireland.
Rosemary Power (Independent scholar, attached to CAMPS, NUI Galway)
bhunaitheoiri Elgse Cholm Cille agus fear a chaith dathracht mhor le saothr(

litriocht na Gaeilge le linn a bheo. Bronntar an gradam ar an neach léinn is fearr ag

Colm Cille agus Oidhreacht na Logainmneacha

dul don Ghaeilge i mbliain na c¢ime. Courtney Ni Bhranduibh buaiteoir an
Nil aon amhras go raibh tionchar ollmhor ag Colmcille agusag an oidhreacht a d’fhéig s ar stair na

ghradaim i mbliana. Is as Condae An Dtin i, agus rinne si freastal ar Scoil

Criostaiochta in Eirinn agus in Albain araon agus go bhfuil an rian sin le feiceail go foill ar logainmneacha , o .
% 5 3 ! ; : i e s o . . Ghramadai na Deastogala, Baile na hinnse.
sa da thir. Sa chaint seo deantar plé ar ghnéithe de thraidisitin na logaimniochta a bhaineann le Colmcille

agus ar chuid de na naoimh is minice luaite leis.

Niall Comer (Ollscoil Uladh)
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