
Students lead design for ‘art shop’

Dr Saul Golden (left) and Professor Raffaela Folli, with students

Shauna Murphy and L. Jordan Maxwell

Professor Raffaela Folli, Provost, Belfast campus, has challenged
year two BDes Interior Design students to imagine and
propose design ideas for a new student-led ‘art shop’ to be
established in an empty retail unit on the campus.

The space will have a number of uses – from showcasing and
selling artwork/craft items created by students and alumni, to
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hosting open evenings, workshop demonstrations and events. It
will also become a space for sharing knowledge about the various
courses offered by the Belfast School of Art.

Raffi explained:

“With the support of colleagues within Belfast School of
Architecture, Belfast School of Art, Research & Impact and
the Students’ Union, we have launched this design
competition to give our students, as our partners, the
opportunity to influence how we might refurbish the space.

“The art shop will be both educational and recreational –
home to the emerging talent of our students, but also an
innovative gateway for the public, connecting the University
with the city and Belfast’s vibrant artistic community.”

The art shop will display innovative design in a wide range of
disciplines including painting, photography, ceramics, sculpture,
jewellery, fashion, graphic design, illustration, printmaking, textiles
and fine art.

Dr Saul Golden, course director, BDes Interior Design, added:

“This is a great opportunity for our students to develop and
present designs linked to a real-world problem on a real-
world site, with real-world timescales. Over the course of the
project they will work individually and collaboratively with
students, tutors, and artists-in-residence from the School of
Art to make proposals on everything from layout to fit-out
and furnishings. We look forward to seeing how their
creative efforts can contribute to the final installation, to be
undertaken by Estates after the competition finishes.”
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Katie Taylor, a year 2 student on the BDes Interior Design
programme, said:

“This project has been a good experience – it has been
interesting to see how a real-life project takes shape and
how important it is to not only include your own concepts but
the opinions and needs of the users. A key part of the project
was a trip to London which enabled us to see examples of
exhibition spaces as well as different store layouts and
designs; I also enjoyed the workshops as they helped kick-
start my design processes.   Overall I think this assignment
has been successful as well as enjoyable and I will take what
I’ve learned and apply it to future projects.”

Raffi concluded:

“While this type of professional practice module will develop
the employability skills of our interior design students, the
finished craft shop will be a significant resource for the entire
student community at the Belfast campus. It will provide a
valuable shop front for their work, encourage them to
determine their own creative future, and enhance their
entrepreneurial skills through promoting and selling their own
products.”

When complete, the space will be used and operated by School of
Art students, in partnership with the Students’ Union and
colleagues in Ulster University Business School who will support on
business planning.
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