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Duration of visit :
Noy. Lst, 2015 Sun. - Dec. 22nd, 2015 Tue,
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Born in 1976. Resident in Ryton, UK. He
experienced working in Japan as an
English teacher. A Japanese Government
(Ministry of education) Research Scholar
at Kyoto University. He participates in
residences other than holding group or
solo exhibitions in UK, South Korea, Japan,
etc. Currently, he is working as a research
assistant/artist in residence at University
of Sunderland.

Solo exhibition, Living Fossils, Daiwa Anglo-Japanese
Foundatio n, London, U.K.

Solo exhibition, The Heart of Jack Crawford: A Shrine to
Unsung Heroes,

The Gallery of Wonder, Great North Museum: Hancock,
Newcastle, U.K.

Solo exhibition, Community in Clay, Sunderland Museum &
Winter Gardens, Sunderland, UK.

Took part in No Boundaries, Kookmin University, Seoul,
Korea

Took part in Wordsworth and Basha: Walking Poets,
Wordsworth Museum, Grasmere, UK.

PhD Ceramics, University of Sunderland with Sunderland
Museum & Winter Gardens, UK.
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Statement

I regard my art practice as a form of research through

which I interact with particular sites, communities or

historical museum collections. Taking part in The Seto

Ceramics and Glass Exchange Program enabled me to

' participate in a community with a rich and living tradition
. of ceramics production.

/All over Seto, there are signs of its long and continuing
© engagement with clay and ceramics. During the residency,

my accommodation was located next to a clay quarry and
I used locally produced porcelain and red clay to make
my work. Abandoned, crumbling ceramics factories exist
alongside going concerns, and almost everywhere you go,
broken sherds of pottery can be found under foot. On
visiting the excavated Konagasou kiln site, I was moved

| when I found fingerprints impressed into a clay kiln
support fired some 500 years old. While the often heavily

weathered buildings and shop signs were a nostalgic

- reminder of Seto’s heyday, meeting artists and visiting

factories showed that the city is still a vibrant centre of

' making.

The Setomonogatari series were inspired by this sense of
continuity and change, particularly as expressed through
material culture and the built environment. Discarded
ceramic objects have been recovered and incorporated
into new work. An old plaster mould has been reused,

bringing it back to life and highlighting its silent story of
person-object interaction. The three wall pieces were
made with a plaster press mould taken from a piece of
rusty corrugated iron, a building material ubiquitous in
Seto. In creating a piece of ceramic art, we are making a
material offering which has the potential to endure into
the future, intact or as sherds. I documented my time in
Seto through photography, often uploading images to
Instagram. Many of these photographs were used to
make ceramic decals which decorate the works, especially
the porcelain pot and ema. By turning this digital
information into lasting, solid forms, I hope that these
works will preserve and tell the story of my time in Seto -
my setomonogatari — as well as pay homage to the place
and its people.

Christopher James McHugh
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 Artist Talk : i
Nov. 28th, 2015 Sat.
13:00-14:30
Seto Ceramics and Glass Art Center
Participants : 32

Slide Lecture : -
Lecturers :
Christopher James McHugh
“Community in Clay”
Lada Semecka
“Landscape of Glass”
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Date: Nov. 28th, 2015 Sat.
15:00-17:00

Ceramic Studio and Glass Studio of
Seto Ceramics and Glass Art Center
Participants : 43
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14:00-16:00 1
Aichi PrefecturaliSt to Yogyo High School
.CeramicArt Advanced Course:
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Dec. 12th, 2015 Sat. LEH5, BEAMRITHIEL TLE Lz, picturing the finish.
Workshop Studio and Glass Studio

of Seto Ceramics and Glass Art Center

Participants : Ceramic 8 Glass 8
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(@Lada Semecka
“Collaborative composition of flow” 14:00-15:30
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Dec. 2nd, 2015 Wed. 13:30-18:00
Aichi University of Education, Arts &Crafts
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Scattering very small glass balls on a glass plate
and making patterns by vibration. "Cloud series",
which causes an image of floating clouds was
produced by all participants.
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Seto International Ceramic and Glass Art f,\'ciiunﬂe Program 2015 - 2016 : Exhibition of invited artists
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Feb. 6th, 2016 Sat. - Mar. 21st, 2016 Mon.

Seto City Art Museum

Artists : Lim JiHyun, Stella Rahola Matutes,
Christopher James McHugh, Lada Semecka
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Result Presentation
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[wo artists participated in last residence program reported projects involved with after leaving Japan.
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hittp://www.igsymposium.cz/Jagadics-en
http://www.ceskenoviny.cz/zpravy/dila-ze-sklarskeho-sympozia-jsou-v-novobo
1skem-muzeu/1265813
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spring or fall 2016
The Wilfried Israel Museum for Far Eastern Art, Hazorea
Targets : Museum visitors and specially invited guests

Back in Israel, a solo exhibition of ceramic sculptures and wall paintings by the
name "Because we are Japanese — Mythology now" is under construction - in
honor of my residency in Seto during the months November, December 2014.
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https://www.facebook.com/openstudio7/

Mar. 3rd, 2015
Studio Alta
Targets : International artists based in Prague

Openstudio? is a group of international artists, who are living and working in
Prague. We have regular monthly meetings, where each artist is showing their
latest projects. | was talking about my experiences during my residency trough
showing the process and my work made in Seto.
https://www.facebook.com/openstudio7/
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Jul. 4th, 2015 - Aug. 31st, 2015
Gallery Minea, Karlovy Vary, Czech Republic
Targets : Glass artist, visitors interested in glass art

Glassfest, 15. Festival of Art in Glass. Exhibition of Professor Vladimir Kopecky and
his students. | was showing a series of works, that | started to make during the
residency in Seto and they were finished after my return in Czech Republic.

Oct. 1st, 2015 - Oct. 4th, 2015
Kollektiv, Novy Bor, Czech Republic
Targets : Glass artists, students, visitors interested in glass

XIl. International Glass Symposium. Slide lecture, where | also talked about my
experiences during the residency in Seto and showed also the artworks made
during my stay. During the open studio day | was explaining my technics that used
at the residency and at the symposium as well.
http://www.igsymposium.cz/Jagadics-en
http://www.ceskenoviny.cz/zpravy/dila-ze-sklarskeho-sympozia-jsou-v-novoborsk
em-muzeu/1265813
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Mr. Mchugh made memories of Seto into his works of slab building. Like
ware of Sanderland, where is his home town, he used luster and transfer
sheets to print Kanji or landscapes of Seto.

Yy yta—EAR. HIPFTIELEGHZHEY, B — %
TERL&E UTzo (ERNICIE. BUPRBADBED O EDENTVET,
Mr. Mchugh made transfer sheets from photos taken in Seto. On

his works, landscapes around Seto can be seen.
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Making plaster mold from corrugated plate, which is often used
as roof. Japanese corrugated plate has narrow-spaced waves
than English one, so aroused his interest.
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Glazing gold luster, then finished!
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Pushing clay slabs to the plaster mold to transfer the pattern of

corrugated plate, then building them.
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Painting and removing stain including pigment to darken
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Glazing after biscuit firing, again firing in electric kiln.
surface after firing.
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Scattering very small clear glass balls called "micro-balls’ on a

clear glass plate.
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Beating and shaking the glass plate to make a pattern.
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F &eﬁmg[’ ﬁeﬁ Works of Lada Semeckd

Ms. Semecka used plate glasses for her works mainly. She applied some
techniques to her works, and one of which is "slumping”, to deform a

glass plate along mold by its weight and heat.
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Putting a round glass on a plaster mold, slumping it along the

mold by firing.
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Shaping the surface of a slumped a round glass plate by grinder.
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Matching up shaped glass plates and finished! Colorful autumn

Firing to fix micro-balls on the glass plate, and finished!

leaves of maple and ginkgo are encased in clear glasses.
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